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HOW TO GET THE BEST RATES
FOR HOTEL RESERVATIONS:
Any business traveler is well aware that
airlines work with a very complicated rate
structure that seems to change constantly.
Fares are structured to give the lowest rate,
but have the most restrictions. Hotel rates
can be almost as diverse, but an informed
consumer can exploit this diversity to his
full advantage. Hotel reservation systems
are not centralized, and while the chain may
control policies, the actual inventory is
controlled by the individual property itself.
The best rate can be obtained by calling the
hotel directly to determine the best avail
able rates for the length of your stay.
Some hotel properties have been offering
negotiated corporate rates for AICPA staff
and the travel department will reserve these
rooms, but other possibilities for discounts
do exist. Suburban and airport hotel loca
tions generally offer lower rates than down
town properties. Non-resort hotels generally

DC SMOKING
REGULATIONS
New restrictions on smoking in all public
or private workplaces within the District
of Columbia came into effect on August
3, 1991. Our DC Office adopted a written
smoking policy effective February 1,
1991, prohibiting smoking in our offices
except in the public area between
Conference Rooms A and B. Although
signs are clearly posted, some visitors
still violate this policy. Smoking is not
allowed inside the Conference Rooms.
By doing so, you are violating DC Office
policy as well as DC Regulations. We
urge everyone to follow this policy.

give price breaks for Friday and Saturday
night stays, but the same discount may be
available for Thursday and Sunday nights
as well.

Most hotel properties offer discounts to
senior citizens. Resort locations will offer
packages, and non-resort hotels may offer
similar deals. When planning your vacation,
you will get the best rates out of season, not
at the peak times. Resort hotels will charge
a lower rate for a garden view room and a
higher rate for an ocean view room. The
rooms are essentially the same.
It may take a little extra work to discover
the best available hotel rates, but it is possi
ble to obtain the best prices for personal
hotel arrangements. Just make sure that you
or your travel consultant ask questions to
insure that reservations are booked at the
best rates.

ATTENTION —
AICPA PREFERRED HOTEL
RATE UPDATE!
The transient rates quoted in the August
issue of The CPA LETTER are not available
for AICPA conference or committee meet
ings as group rates have been established,
e.g. The Fairmont San Francisco transient
rate is not available during the AICPA
Annual Meeting.
Hotels set aside a certain percentage of
their room inventory to sell at transient, or
individual rates. The volume of rooms
available at these rates is in direct propor
tion to the number of group rooms a hotel
has committed to be sold.

We regret any confusion or inconvenience
you may have experienced.

Travel Question
of the Month ?
Can the Institute utilize those
agencies that advertise low
prices for cost effective travel
arrangements?
Those advertisements are placed by
agencies that purchase unsold seats
from the major carriers and then sell
them at substantially lower rates than
those offered by the airlines. This
would present problems if used for
Institute travel. The tickets are not
refundable, not changeable, and not
available on every flight. The Traveler
would have to be extremely flexible
when reserving such flights, because
not every scheduled departure would
be available. Once issued, the tickets
are not endorsable to another carrier
should the need arise.

The travel arrangements utilized by
the AICPA currently uses negotiated
discounts with major carriers. This
provides all services at the best price.
To further ensure that all reservations
are booked at the best possible fare,
please submit travel requests no later
than ten days prior to departure.
This will ensure that your travel
arrangements are booked at the best
possible fares.

If any staff member has a travel ques
tion that we can address in this col
umn, please forward it to Virginia
Michaels, Travel Administrator.

INTRODUCING... THE DELTA SHUTTLE
Delta Airlines has purchased the Pan Am
Shuttle. Effective as of September 1st the
Shuttle is now operated by Delta Airlines.
The familiar shuttle service between
LaGuardia-Boston and LaGuardiaWashington will not change. Departures will
continue on the same schedule with service
every hour on the half hour, and a reduced
schedule on the weekends. Arrivals and
departures will remain the same: Boston
service from Terminal B, LaGuardia service
from the Manne Air Terminal, and the Main

Terminal from Washington National Airport.

The Business Centers at the Shuttle
Terminals will offer convenient services:
telephones, copiers, fax machines, personal
computer usage, conference room rental
and secretarial services.
Delta has agreed to honor all Pan Am
Shuttle tickets through February ’92. If any
staff are holding Pan Am Shuttle tickets,
the tickets will be valid for travel on Delta.
The agreement that AICPA entered into

with Pan Am to provide lower-priced
Shuttle tickets for staff travel will be hon
ored by Delta. Travel on the Delta Shuttle
will be the cost effective choice for
Institute travel arrangements as long as
our current contract is honored.
The Institute is in the process of negotiat
ing with Delta Airlines to provide the same
corporate discounts for staff travel. All
will be advised when this information is
available, or if any further changes to this
contract occur.

SAN FRANCISCO CITY HIGHLIGHTS

AICPA 104TH ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING FACT SHEET
AIRPORT TRANSPORTATION — Upon arrival at San
Francisco International Airport, proceed to the baggage claim area
to locate ground transportation to your hotel.

WHAT TO BRING
Clothing

Autumn in San Francisco is very pleasant. The average daily
temperatures range from a low of 55F to a high of 68F. Business
attire is appropriate for all sessions. Comfortable clothing and
walking shoes should be worn on the tours. Business or cocktail
attire are suggested for Sunday evening’s opening reception.
Cocktail or evening attire, black tie optional are appropriate for
the Dinner on Tuesday.

Confirmations
Bring your registration and hotel room reservation confirmations
with you.

DOOR-TO-DOOR AIRPORT EXPRESS — Departs from the
upper level of the terminal, center island, outside TWA and
United. Inform the dispatcher you are waiting for the Door-toDoor Airport Express. Rates are $9.00 per person, one way.
SUPER SHUTTLE — Departs from the upper level of the ter
minal, outer island. Look for the blue Super Shuttle sign and the
customer service representative dressed in a blue and gold jacket.
Rates are $10.00 per person, one way.
TAXI — Taxi fares are approximately $25.00-$30.00.

SAN FRANCISCO — ANNUAL MEETING HOTELS
HYATT REGENCY—SAN FRANCISCO AIRPORT

STANFORD COURT HOTEL

A cost effective alternative to meeting downtown San Francisco,
this property is located five minutes (1 mile) from the San
Francisco Airport; complimentary shuttle service is provided to the
hotel. The facility features a full service business center and a fully
equipped health club with a heated outdoor swimming pool. There
are two restaurants on property, Swiftwater Cafe which serves
Continental cuisine and Scalini which serves Northern Italian cuisine.

Located downtown atop Nob Hill next to the Fairmont Hotel. This
is a property with an original Tiffany-style glass-domed courtyard
carriage entrance. A cafe for Continental cuisine is open for break
fast and lunch. The gourmet restaurant that is open for dinner
has a Spanish motif with massive open-hearth ovens and intimate
galleries and private rooms.
WESTIN HOTEL—SAN FRANCISCO AIRPORT

THE MARK HOPKINS INTERCONTINENTAL

This downtown hotel is also located atop Nob Hill across the street
from the Fairmont Hotel. One restaurant has wood panelling and
a traditional atmosphere serving 3 meals daily with nightly piano
entertainment. The other restaurant is open for cocktails and light
meals nightly featuring a panoramic view of the entire Bay Area.

Another cost effective alternative to meeting downtown San
Francisco, this property is also located five minutes from the air
port terminal. A shuttle van runs every 10 minutes from the airport
terminal to the hotel. An indoor pool and health club with sauna
is on-site for your convenience. The hotel has two restaurants for
dining as well as a lobby lounge.

